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College Calendar 

Upcoming Events 

March 

5th  -  6th Year 9 B Connections Overnight Hike @ 

  Great Otway National Park, Lorne/ 

  Cumberland River 

6th  VCE Physics Days @ Luna Park, Melbourne 

6th  -  7th Year 9 E Connections Overnight Hike @ 

  Great Otway National Park, Lorne/ 

  Cumberland River 

7th  Year 11 Outdoor Education (Mr Johnson)
  Surfing in Anglesea  

 

A focus on high standards: Congratulations to Chelley Suner. 

 

Our Year 12 Dux for 2017 was Chelley Suner. Congratulations to our Dux Chelley 
Suner who has received a first preference offer for a Bachelor of Science at the 
University of Melbourne.  Chelley was a dedicated student who displayed a very 
consistent effort to ensure she got the best results possible.  

 

We continue to work hard to ensure that every one of our students is successful. 
We had success with our Year 12 Study Centre, that opened last year in order to 
support the development of positive study habits. We also have our VCE 
improvement coach, Kacey Ambrus, who is working with VCE teachers weekly 
during our professional learning time, to support the analysis of data from 
previous years results and in the adoption of best practice teaching procedures 
in the classroom – one critical factor being effective feedback to students.  

 

Teacher Professional Learning  

 

On Tuesday 20th February, we welcomed Dr. Jane Pollock to the college to work 
with teaching staff on teaching strategies that are proven to have a positive 
impact on student learning, and introducing us to her instructional model. Dr. 
Pollock’s work is highly regarded in the United States of America and beyond, 
and we look forward to working with her on a  number of other occasions across 
the year.  

 

High cost subjects 

 

A final reminder to families that High Cost subject payments (or payment plans) 
are required to be established if your child is to participate in high cost 
materials/services and/or activities eg Connections, Foods, Outdoor Education as 
indicated on the booklist. A number of reminders have been sent both last year 
and this year. We don’t want any students to miss out on the practical aspects of 
these subjects but the school is responsible only for ‘tuition’ or teaching – not 
for costs of material/services.  

 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 

 

College Council Thanks 

 

Our School Council, led by Steve Bullock for the last 2 years, really does provide 
a high-level of support and guidance regarding the running of the school. Council 
had it’s final meeting with current members earlier this month. I would like to 
thank out-going members for their tireless work and support over a number of 
years. This includes, Cindy Cooper for being a parent representative for an 
amazing 11 years, Jan Bullock who has lead our Parents and Friends Committee 
for 5 years, Chris Charleson contribution including Treasuer and Vice-President 
over 5 years, and Steve Bullock for his membership for 4 years as well as  leading 
the council for the last two. All outgoing members no longer have students 
attending. We look forward to welcoming new parents aboard in the near 
future.  

 

  

February 

26th

—

27th 

Year 9 D Connections Overnight Hike @ Great 

Otway National Park, Lorne/Cumberland River 

27th

—

28th 

Year 9 C Connections Overnight Hike @ Great 

Otway National Park, Lorne/Cumberland River 

28th

—

2nd 

Year 8 Immersive Experience Team Building, 

 Biology and History Excursions 

 March 

1st Unit 3 English SAC  -  Session 4 

2nd Geelong Swimming Finals for qualified students 

  

Sarah Foley  

Acting Principal 

foley.sarah.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

‘Like’ us on Facebook! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

We’ve recently created a Lara Secondary College official Facebook 
page. www.facebook.com/LaraSecondaryCollege.  
‘Like’ us to keep in touch with some of the fantastic events       
happening at our college and to celebrate the achievements of our 
students.  
 
Sascha Foster (ICT Admin Leader)  

http://www.facebook.com/LaraSecondaryCollege
http://www.facebook.com/LaraSecondaryCollege
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPALS’ REPORT  

Year 7 Camp  

It was great to see Year 7 students make new friends and develop 
team-work skills on our Year 7 Camp in Marysville. Bushwalking, 
Canoeing, Cycling, Rock-Climbing, Orienteering and Cooking were all 
on offer for all students throughout each day. Not to mention the 
Disco, Campfire and Games. It was great to see our students displaying 
our school values whilst on camp when interacting with all external 
staff.  

 

College Information Evening 

Our annual parent information evening for prospective students and 
families will be taking place on Thursday 22rd March at 6.00pm. This is 
an evening primarily for Grade 5 and 6 families, however  families with 
younger children who are eager to learn about Lara Secondary College 
are most welcome. Information about the evening has recently been 
distributed to all of our local primary schools. If you have not received 
this information or are aware of families who would be interested in 
attending the evening please share this information with them. 

 

Year 7 vaccinations in 2017 

The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free vaccines to Year 7 
students. These vaccines provide protection against:  

 Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) – one dose 

 Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – three doses 

Varicella (chicken pox) – one dose 

Parents/guardians of Year 7 students have already received and 
returned the vaccine consent card booklets.  

The City of Greater Geelong Immunisation service may contact you 
about the Secondary School Vaccine Program. Schools are authorised 
to provide basic parent/guardian contact details to local councils for 
this purpose. A reminder to contact the school as soon as possible if 
you do not want your contact details given to the City of Greater 
Geelong immunisation service.  

To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine Program, the 
vaccines, the diseases they protect against, or how you can prepare 
your child for vaccination, go to betterhealth.vic.gov.au or 
immunehero.health.vic.gov.au .  

 

Year 8 Immersion Excursions  

The Year 8 excursion program will be held on Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday of next week. Students will attend three different 
excursions, which are all linked to the Term 1 curriculum. These 
excursions include: 

 

 Surfing, Ocean Grove; 

This excursion is linked to the Personal Challenge curriculum that 
students explore in TLC. Surfing lessons will also encompass team 
building activities and encourage students push themselves outside of 
their comfort zones. 

 

 

Chinese Museum, Melbourne; 

This excursion relates to the Humanities curriculum, which has a focus 
on Immigration. Students will complete activities conducted by the 
Museum staff, which will focus on the experience of Chinese 
immigrants in Australia. 

 

The Zoo, Melbourne; 

Students will study biodiversity and conservation through challenge 
based learning in the ‘Call of the Wild’ program. This will support their 
focus on Biology in Science classes.  

 

Year 10 Immunisations 

Early next week all Year 10 students will be coming home with the 
parent consent cards for the Meningococcal W immunisation. These 
immunisations will not take place until August and to ensure that the 
vaccine is ordered in advance for your child, all consent forms need to 
be returned to the office by Friday 2nd March. Meningococcal 
immunisations are important as there has been an increase in the 
number of cases of students in this age group contracting 
meningococcal so the Victorian Government has extended the offer of 
free meningococcal immunisations. 

 

Dave Mitri & Tania O’Callaghan   

mitri.david.d@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Ocallaghan.tania.l@edumail.vic.gov.au  
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Year 7E Food Technology class  

loved making Berry Muffins.   

Great to see all of the smiling faces as some of our newest  

students settle into their years of secondary school. 
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